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Art Unit: 1724 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 , 7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mcintosh (US 2338291). Mcintosh '291 discloses a fuel filter 
having a body 10 with an internal upper cavity, a guide post 32 having a 
flow passage inlet therein, inlet 51 for prefilt (also see inlet 26 as an 
optional second inlet) and outlet 62 for filtrate. There is also a main body 12 
locked to the connecting body and a filter mesh 21 disposed between the 
main body and connecting body. The Mcintosh filter is capable on 
connecting to a spray gun pump and as such meets the limitations of the 
claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set) 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mcintosh '291 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Eaglestone (US 4388187). Eaglestone '187 similarly discloses a fuel filter 
with a planar filter 18 and additionally provides a conical lower housing 
leading to a valve 27 for discharging sedimented contaminants which was 
contained in the fuel. Such a feature is desirable as it will remove additional 
contaminants from the fuel and to modify Mcintosh '291 with a conical 
lower housing leading to a valve would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art. 

5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mcintosh '291 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
either one of Kempa (US 4250037) or Water house (US 1002099). The use 
of a threaded connection as recited in the claims is known in the art and 
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disclosed by either of the two secondary patents. To employ such a well- 
known equivalent to the connection means of Mcintosh '291 would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

6. Claims 5 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mcintosh '291 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of Rafton (US 2015087). The use of "washers" to enhance the seal 
between a filter and its supports and to increase the service life of the filter 
is taught by Rafton '087. To so modify the filter screen of Mcintosh '291 to 
similarly increase his service lie would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art. 

7. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the prior art as applied to claim 5 above, and further in view of Giles 
(US 4306521). Giles '521 discloses the use of radial support arms 16 along 
with edge washer 18 to facilitate the strengthening of the screen filter 15 to 
further extend a filter screens service life. To so modify the filter screen of 
Mcintosh '291 to similarly increase his service lie would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Thomas M. Lithgow whose 
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telephone number is 571-272-1162. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Mon. -FrL 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on 571-272-1 166. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 



1000. 
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